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the history of Siddharama of Sonnalige (See p. 54); and
Harihara-maJiatva,) in praise of Harisvara of Hampe.
As already mentioned, he was the first to write in
shatpadi, the form of verse which afterwards became
so popular. An account of him, entitled Raghcm&nka-
cJiaritre^ was written by Siddha-nanjesa in the seven-
teenth century.
Rercya Padmarasa received his proenomen *c Kereya"
(tank-builder) through having caused to be made the
Belur tank. He was minister of the Ballal raja
Narasimha. When he had retired for some time from
this office, and was residing at Belur, he was summoned
back to the capital to withstand a Telugu Brahman,
who had come to Dorasamudra preaching Vaishnavism.
Travelling thither with a company of 'learned men
reciting Saiva texts, he reached the capital, and so
triumphantly vindicated the Vlrasaiva faith that, accord-
ing to the contract, his opponent had to embrace it.
Then he set out, ma Hampe, on a pilgrimage to
Benares, where he died. He wrote JDzksha-bodfaey a
volume in ragale representing a colloquy in which a
guru instructs a disciple and occasionally quotes San-
skrit slokas in confirmation of Saiva doctrine. He is
the hero of the Padmaraja-purana^ written by one of
his descendants about 1385.
On the date of HanSvara, Raghavanka and Kereya
Padmarasa, see above p. 55.
Kumara Padmarasa^ the son of the last-named
writer, was the author of the Sananda-ckaritre, which
tells how a rishi's son, hearing of the torments of the
lost in hell, attempted to relieve their suffering by the
power of the pancJiakshart*
Pdlkurike Soma (c. 1195) was a learned scholar
born at Palkurike in the Godavari district. After
defeating in controversy the Vaish$ava sastris there,
he moved to Kalleya in the Kanarese country, where,
both in prose and verse, he praised Basava and the
Virasaiva faith, and where ultimately he died. His
date is fixed by the fact that he is praised by Somaraja
(1222); and moreover, according to one account, he
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